Pulp VS Plastic
Every thing you need to
know about ditching plastic
and picking pulp

The negative
environmental
impact of plastic
Whilst plastic may provide many benefits, there
is increasing awareness of the negative impacts
produced throughout the plastic life-cycle. In
recent years plastic pollution has become one of
the most pressing environmental issues,
emphasised by the exponential increase in
plastic production - of which 40% is intended to
be used as single-use packaging.

What can we do to
make a difference?
To protect both the health of our planet and society
it is critical that changes in relation to sustainability
and the reduction of plastic pollution are made.
Here are a few ways to make a start...

SHOP CONSCIOUSLY
By supporting eco-friendly products
and brands, which are less damaging
to the environment, you’re
encouraging companies to source
and produce their products in a
sustainable way. Using alternative
products such as Pulp packaging is a
great way to do this.

RECYCLE
Recycling reduces the need to
grow, harvest or extract new
raw materials from the Earth.
That in turn lessens the
harmful disruption and
damage being done to the
natural world.

REDUCE/REUSE
Changing our consumption
habits can have a huge
impact on our overall
environmental footprint.

What is Pulp?
Pulp is a clean, wood-based or bagasse
sugar cane, renewable and biodegradable
raw material usually made from recycled
waste-based paper/carboards or Virgin
Fibre. The design possibilities are
endless; from end caps, trays, plates,
bowls to clamshell containers and much
more.

Where it
comes from

Where it
comes from

Pulp is made from 100%
recycled materials.

Synthetic plastics are derived from
crude oil, natural gas or coal. The
UK alone produces 3 million
tonnes of new single-use plastic
each year.
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How long it
takes to
decompose

Pulp will biodegrade in 6 weeks
and can be recycled, composted
or biodegraded.

Single-use plastic can take up to
450 years to degrade. Most
plastics break down into micro
plastics which are dangerous for
wildlife, nature and humans and
further the pollution crisis.
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Where it
ends up
Pulp does not contribute to
landfills and can be recycled or
composted at home. Better still,
pulp can be further reused by
being broken down and made
into more packaging again after
its first use.
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Where it
ends up
By 2030 there will be 12 billion
tonnes of plastic in landfills
worldwide. Additionally, plastic
waste that does not go to
landfill sites often ends up
littering sensitive natural
environments such as the
ocean.
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Consumers are actively
supporting eco-conscious brands,
therefore, using plup packaging
improves the overall brand image
of a company.

Research shows 46% of people in
the UK feel guilty about the
amount of plastic they use,
motivating them to consider
changes in their behaviour.
Therefore, consumers are less
likely to support brands that don't
actively display eco-conscious
initiatives.
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Pulp provides price stability due
to a minimal dependence on the
price fluctuations of oil/gas/resin.
At present, the production costs
of pulp are higher than plastic,
but with ever-developing
production processes emerging
this isn't expected to be the case
for long.

Plastic has a lower price point
than pulp, however, it's
detrimental impact on the
environment means that it is
critical to evaluate if plastic use
is really worth the cost of our
planet. The 2022 Plastic
Packaging Tax will also make
plastic more expensive than pulp
after tax.
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Pulp offers custom designs that
can be engineered to precise
specifications whilst remaining
strong and flexible. Pulp is also
space saving and stackable
meaning storage costs can be
reduced by as much as 70%.

Let's be honest, plastic is
incredibly versatile, however,
with the current plastic crisis
developing, being versatile just
isn't enough. We must
consciously use products that
are both adaptable to our needs
and protect the planet for the
future.
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Contact
We are a second generation packaging
design consultancy offering moulded pulp,
solid board and corrugated sustainable
materials. Designing and delivering to the
needs of the client with bespoke honest
advice, offered by a team with a combined
experience of over seven decades.
Passionate about working with companies
looking to improve their packaging and
replace polystyrene and plastics with more
sustainable alternatives.

Switch Packaging Specialists
Unit 4 Hammonds Farm,
Smiths Lane,
Goudhurst,
Kent,
TN17 1EU
www.switchpackaging.co.uk
sales@switchpackaging.co.uk

